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Simll1ons says more spies
, , .

could have stopped 9/11
By Katie Haughey
Mystic River Press

',: :,! opd-!~, COD~
. ~ 'gressman and

Vietnam veter-
Cou]d the Sept.' 11 attackr"'ari:'wHh';sp~nt

have been preven~ed1 10 yell!s in the
Abso,lutely, , }~ays; ( 1V_,S.{ in,t~llige~~e

Congressman Rob Simmons (R~ field.
2nd). A staunch, Simmons

"1 have no doubt, about, It defender of the '
now," Simmons, a foraier CIA USA' PATRIOT Act, Simmons.
operative, said Friday during an said 'AmericanS lire undc.rstand-
interview at The Westerly Sun. ably suspiciou~ of the legjsla-

After a series of inrelligtmce (ion that. b ba&ed, to 'some
hearings, Simmons said be bas degree, on secrecy. Some citj-
concluded tha~the attacb could zeDSare treating the act, passed
have been prevented i!'~ and !loon after tbe Sept. 11; 2001,
only if - the United States had tenorist attacks, as a "braridnew
had more spies in the field at the license" to pry into the lives of
time. ' , ' Americans, when in fact it boils

SinunoDSsaid tbe number of down 10judges issuing search
"human intelligence collectors" warranlSforariy suspect !lctjvi-,
-,- ,spies- at the CIA has been \y, he ,said., , '.
so decimated, thccounlIy'S abil- . !'Why wou]d we waste time
ity to acquire and process infor- [investigating)" anything less
mation has been severely than significant [Qctivityf'"
harmed. Therefore, he said, it is Simmons asked, ','People are
crucial nay.. that the number of getting hysterical over a prob-
spies is increased: ' . , lern that doesn't exist." I

':A CefOID)of our inteJligcnce Many components of the act
communityis timely,"Simri1on~' 'are set, 10 ,'expire, a move
said, adding Ihat' since the' Simmons said he favors; By set-
1990s. the corps of'spi~s:in the ring an. end date for some of the
CIA has beenreduccd:.by, as' policies, the crC3tors of Ute Rct
much as 30 percini. A IcWmce . provided the chance to review

'on techllologicalmeans of col- provisions Ih.at, might need

It4:ting infOrination has imd~- , terming. ,"

mined the CIA's ability to Ibe' "We have to be mindful of
effective, said Simmons, a:sec-' some aspects that may be an .

encroachment on civil lib~r-
ties~" Simmons said, without
actually citing any particular
parts 9f the law as Icoubiesome.

Simmons said. convincing
: ',Anlencau8 tho PATRIOT Act
, h~ been successt'ul is difficult

because of the top-~ecret nature
of many outcomes. Fo~ instance.
when the terroc' alert is nused

and airiine flights are canceled "

3Dd ricitJUng.happens, citizenS
may ~ it' was af8.J.8~ jilBIJ9,.
But the JnteUigence womlation
could have preveilted disaster.
. 'T m not convin~d issuing Ute

terror !lIens is a good thing, but
time will teU," Simmons 5aid,

.To make the CIA effective

again requires a: steady rebuild-

jog of its ca!ie..office~!I~v~ ~~~,
but "wc) hll.'Y~ 1~1\':bol}ef;i';,O~ a '

clandestine service .in ,plI1Ct,"
Simmons said. ' "

The Homeland Securjt)'
Department has been effpctive
in keeping tabs on' \the
Immigri\tion and Nat~raliZittion
Service: Simmons said, 'Better
screening of visa applicants and
people jn 'Viohitionof their visas'
is in p,lace, but the Homeland
SecurityDepartment needs to be
closely monitored. .

"We have 10 be careful to

makesurethisdepartmentdoe6-
n't become a black hole for tax-
payers," he said,
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